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Gandhi called upon the people to flock to his banner in thousands.
"There are 600 villages in the Kheda district. Every village has on
an average a population of over 1,000. If every village gave at least
twenty men, the Kheda district would be able to raise an army of
12,000 men. The population of the whole district is seven lakhs and
this number will then work out at seventeen per cent—a rate which
is lower than the death-rate. If we are not prepared to make even
this sacrifice for the empire and swaraj, it is no wonder if we are
regarded as unworthy of it. If every village gives at least twenty men,
they will return from the war and be the living bulwarks of their
village. If they fall on the battlefield, they will immortalize them-
selves, their villages and their country, and twenty fresh men will
follow suit and offer themselves for national defence."
He thought that the people of Kheda would listen to him and
join the army. The bitter experience they had had of the officials
was still fresh in their minds. Whereas during the satyagraha cam-
paign the people readily offered their carts free of charge and two
volunteers came forth when one was needed, it was difficult now
to get a cart even on hire, to say nothing of volunteers. Gandhi and
his workers decided to do their journeys on foot and trudged about
twenty miles a day. They carried their food in their satchels but no
bedding, as it was summer.
Gandhi held meetings wherever he went. People would come to
hear him but hardly one or two would offer themselves as recruits*
"You are a votary of ahimsa, how can you ask us to take up arms?"
they asked. "What good have Government done for India to deserve
our co-operation?"
In a letter addressed to Mrs. Besant, dated July 4, Gandhi wrote:
"I search Mew India in vain for an emphatic declaration from you
in favour of unconditional recruiting. Surely it must be plain that if
every Home Rule Leaguer became an active recruiting depot we
would ensure the passing of the Congress-League scheme with only
such modifications as we may agree to. I think this is the time when
we must give the people the lead and not await their opinion. I would
like to see you with your old fire growing the stronger in face of
opposition. If we supplied recruits we should dictate terms. But if
we wait for the terms the war may close, India may remain without
a real military training and we should be face to face with a military
dictatorship. This is taking the most selfish view of the situation and

